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NEVER FEAR, DPS IS HERE

A&E:
How to spend time, not
money, in Chicago

Police introduce Safe Walk program

GV interns work
to improve
Grand Rapids
operations
By Molly Waite
GVL Assistant News Editor
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Business trends predict
some growth for Grand
Rapids in 2011
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Safety in numbers: GVSU's Department of Public Safety will be offering a Safe Walk service starting Saturday. Building security

ONLINE

students employed by DPS will be available to escort students from 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. Dispatchers will also be available over the phone.

MEN'S BASKETBALL:
Home against Northwood

System for online
degree evaluation
changes
The online
undergraduate student
degree evaluation system,
the myPath system, was
changed on Monday. The
new system, run through
Banner Self Service, offers
a degree analysis audit an
educational planner and
selections for students to
view requirements for a
. major or minor. MyPath
includes GPA calculators
and a semester planner.
\ Questions about the new
system can be directed
to the Records Office at
X13327 or regdept@gvsu.
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By Chelsea Lane
GVL Staff Writer

Starting this Saturday, the Grand
Valley State University Department
of Public Safety will introduce the
Safe Walk program. The service,
offered seven days a week from
6 p.m. to 2 a.m., will provide
individuals who feel uncomfortable
or unsafe walking on campus
during the night with someone to
accompany them to or from their
destination. The program will run
in the fall and winter semesters, but
not during the summer semester, as
there are no night classes offered
on campus at that time.
Safe Walk is similar to DPS’ old
escort system, which ended several
years ago due to lack of student
use. Safe Walk will be staffed
by building security students

(616)331-3255
employed by DPS. The students’
other jobs include locking doors
and helping to close down campus
buildings at night.
Assistant Director of Public
Safety Capt. Brandon DeHaan said
DPS will hire additional students to
help ensure that Safe Walk is fully
staffed.
“This (program) affords an
opportunity for additional student
employment,” he said. “We will be
adding students to this particular
program, so we find value in
that and being able to offer this
program.”
However, DeHaan stressed that
Safe Walk is “primarily a walking
service” and that students will
not be able to request vehicular

transport with the program. He
added that students walking at
night can also call DPS dispatchers
if they want someone to stay on the
phone with them until they safely
reach their destination.
Safe Walk request calls can
be made by either an individual
student or a pair. Any walking
group with at least three members
is not eligible to use the Safe Walk
service.
“There is safety in numbers, so
if there are three students or more,
then safety is afforded in that
situation,” DeHaan explained.
To request a Safe Walk, call
Grand Valley Police Dispatch at
(616) 331-3255.
clone @ lanthorn .com

WISE program receives $4,257 grant
By Chelsea Stoskopf
GVL Staff Writer

Grand
Valley
State
University’s Women in Science
and
Engineering
(WISE)
program received a $4,257 grant
in December 2010 to further its
multi-level mentoring initiative
this semester.
“It
is
to
enhance
the
programming that’s already being
done in WISE,” said Ashley
Nickels, assistant director of the
Women’s Center. “This past year,
WISE went from being firstyear only, small learning, living
center to being in one of the new
spaces and being multi-year and
much larger (with) more people
involved. This grant allows us to
take some of the opportunities
that we don’t want to miss with
this growth and then apply
them.”
The grant, a Campus Action
Project (CAP) grant, was given
to GVSU by the American
Association
of
University
Women (AAUW). Only
11
colleges and universities from
across the country, including
U.S. territories, receive the
annual funding.
Kate Farrar, director of the

Courtesy photo / Laurie Witucki

WISE investment: Members of the Women in Science and Engineering program pose
for a photograph during a field trip. The program is located in South Apartments C.

leadership program at AAUW,
said
each
grant
recipient
submitted a proposal for a project
that would contain one of the key
recommendations from its most
recent research report.
"We
are
really
looking
for programs this year that
certainly
are
focused
on
mentoring and promoting the

See WISE, A2

//

This grant allows us to
take some of the
opportunities we don't want
to miss with this growth and
then apply them.77
-Ashley Nickels
Assistant Director
of the Women's Center

Last Septem
ber, Grand Valley
State University
Aand the City of
Grand
Rapids
• wj
40' f
formed a partner
-r
ship to work to
ward long-lasting
k
sustainable solu
URQUHART
tions for the city
and the larger
Grand
Rapids
//
community. It was
This
the first partner
makes
ship of its kind.
operations
Accord
ing to a GVSU
more
press release, the
efficient and
City
Commis
focused on
sion
approved
the total
the creation of
health of the
the Transforma
tional Research
community
and
Analysis
not just the
Team (TRAT), a
monetary
group of GVSU
aspect.77
students brought
together to con
-Aaron
duct research and
Ferguson
analysis in areas
GVSU Senior
necessary to trans
form and improve
city departmental operation and service
delivery models.
“The TRAT was specifically put in
place to work on projects that would as
sist the administration and departments
of the City of Grand Rapids with the
work they are doing to become even
more efficient,” said Olwen Urquhart,
project manager of TRAT. “Grand
Rapids is looking at a bigger picture
to determine the effectiveness their ad
ministrative and functional operations.
In many cases the research has been
found that (Grand Rapids) is ahead of
the curve.”
Three graduate students and one
undergraduate student were chosen
to serve as TRAT members: Margaret
Carney, Shane Schamper, Farrah Cur
ran and Aaron Ferguson.
Ferguson, an undergraduate senior,
described the TRAT as a student con
sulting firm for the City of Grand Rap
ids.
“The city wants to make all the dif
ferent departments more efficient, so
they need someone that can do research
for them and present that information
in a usable way to the departments,”
he said. “The connection this group has
made with the city serves as great real
world application of academic learn
ing, which is sometimes lacking due to
few opportunities.
“The Grand Rapids community will
benefit because our research is based
on the Triple Bottom Line principle
of keeping environmental, economic
and social values equal,” he continued.
“This makes operations more efficient
and focused on the total health of the
community, not just the monetary as
pect.”
Tom Almonte, assistant to the
city manager, helped select the stu-

See TRAT, A2
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WISE
continued from page AI

relationship between students
and professionals,” Farrar said.
"That is one of the things that
(GVSU)’s proposal really did.”
Each college and university
receiving this grant must
complete a semester- long project
before the National Conference
in Washington, D.C. in early
June. A representative from
each institution will present at
the conference.
Inline Witucki, faculty
director of the WISE program,
said GVSU will use the grant
money to buy books for a
community reading project, to
create and sustain a community
and multi-level
mentoring
program within WISE and to
buy supplies for the year-end
science demonstration at a
local middle school. Witucki
and Nickels co-signed the
application for the grant in
October 2010.
“We really felt that was a
great, unique project that created
a multi-level interaction,” Farrar
said. “That was one of the
most compelling aspects of the
program.”
Witucki said part of the

TRAT
continued from page AI

“We’ve had student interns
before, but never at this level of
interaction.” said Almonte in the
press release. “This partnership
is unique because these students
are working on projects with top
management. They are in high
demand around here because
most of the city’s departments
are in need of sustainable solu
tions that will help them reduce
operating costs and help city’s
economic and environmental
goals.”
Norman Christopher, direc
tor of the GVSU Sustainable
Community Development Ini
tiative, said in a press release
that the team has already pro
vided many hours of research
and has completed eight proj
ects since its creation in Sep
tember 2010.
“This clearly shows how

Grand Valley Lanthorn

French professor brings linguistic
background to writing classes

money funding the community
within WISE comes as a result
of a new living situation this
year. Since 2006, the members
of WISE lived in the Ella Koeze
Weed Living Center. They
now live in the new South C
apartments.
“Anytime you move into
those more modem housing
units, you lose a little bit of
community and a little bit of
interaction with the students,”
Witucki said. “That is why this
grant was kind of perfect timing
for us.”
Overall, Witucki and Nickels
said they look forward to this
semester-long project and the
further collaboration between
WISE and the Women’s Center.
“This is an excellent
opportunity to break through
the barriers that still exist for
women and girls in science
technology, engineering and
math,” Farrar said. "We are
just thrilled that we can support
this type of mentoring at Grand
Valley and what it can really
produce for the relationships
and supporting women as they
pursue these fields.”
cstoskopf® lanthorn com

By Molly Waite
GVL Assistant News Editor

The idea of living abroad brings to
mind a variety of different countries
and cultures, but for Laurence Jos£, an
assistant professor of writing at Grand
Valley State University, life abroad
means life in Allendale, Mich.
Jos£, a French native, earned her
B.A. and M.A. in modem literature at
1’Universite Marc Bloch in Strasbourg,
France and received her Ph D. in rhetoric
and technical communication from the
Michigan Technological University.
She is in her second semester teaching
at GVSU.
The Lanthorn sat down with Jos£ to
talk about her experiences living and
teaching in France and in the U.S.
Lanthorn: How did you get started
teaching professional writing?
Jos£: I used to teach and study
general linguistics in France. I have the
American equivalent to two master’s
degrees in linguistics. But that is really
heavy theory and I wanted to kind
of apply my theory and so I started
doing research about some of the
fields where I could apply my theory
and about the communication and
communication processes in students’
lives and that is how I discovered
technical communication and, with it,
professional writing.
Lanthorn: How do you use your
experiences with other languages in
your classes?
Jos£: Learning another language
actually makes me understand French
better too, and that’s what I’m trying to
teach my students. For instance, in my
professional writing class, I incorporate
examples of written documents from
other cultures so that they can see that
it is not just a linguistic difference, but
that the culture also affects the way we
write and use language.
Lanthorn: Do you think that you
give American students a different or
unique perspective of writing?
Jose: I think that they do get a
different perspective, even when I start
talking. The day that I first meet them,

much the students are in de
mand. and how much they are
contributing to the future of
Grand Rapids,” Christopher
said. “Through this partnership,
we are learning a great deal
more about the in-depth issues
the city is facing and how sus
tainable solutions can be devel
oped.”
Christopher said he expects
to see a continued momentum
for additional project requests
by the Grand Rapids.
“I believe the City sees this
as a model for many cities and
communities whereby they
draw upon college and univer
sities for applied sustainable
development best practices.
Internships provide the capac
ity for on -the-job training and
real life critical work issues for
cities, municipalities, and com
munities.”
assistantnews@ lanthorn com

Courtesy photo / gvsu.edu

The French Connection: Assistant professor of writing Laurence Jos£ (pictured) moved to
Allendale after spending much of her life in France. Jos£ is in her second semester teaching at GVSU.

it’s not like I can hide the fact that I’m
not from here. Usually, the way I address
my accent, is asking them where I am
from. Some people get it right. Some
people think that I am from Canada,
some people think I from Germany
because of the dialect that is mostly
German. French is really my second
language. So I think who I am brings a
different perspective to the classroom.
Lanthorn: What is your favorite
part of teaching at GVSU?
Jose: The dialogue. It is very
interactive. In France, the experience I

had, what that I usually would go into
the classroom and I would teach about
theory. They would give me a book and
we would go through the theory. Of
course there was interaction, because I
spoke to the students, but there was not
really any hands on learning. And here,
I feel that I can do it a lot. Not only can I
do it, but it’s encouraged and expected.
At the beginning it was tricky because it
keeps you on your toes, but 1 think that
is what teaching is about and I like it.
assistantnews @ lanthorn .com

Current business trends study indicates moderate growth for 2011
By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL News Editor

Although the state of Michi
gan is still creeping and clawing
its way out of a recession, the
business world of greater Grand
Rapids area is looking up for the
new year.
A monthly survey conducted
by Brian Long, director of Sup
ply Management Research in the
Seidman College of Business at
Grand Valley State University,
indicated moderate growth re

turns to West Michigan with
pattern-breaking results.
According to Long’s re
port, due to reduced production
schedules and Christmas sea
son, December usually proves
to be a seasonally slow month.
However, this time around, sur
veys conducted in the last two
weeks of December show dif
ferent results.
The index of business im
provement, titled New Orders,
rose from plus 15 to plus 31

while the
produc
tion index
bumped
from +18
to
+19.
Index of
purchases
rose from
plus
16
to plus 19 LONG
and the
employ
ment index went up from plus

ttOJ
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21 to plus 27.
Long said an increase of
new orders in recent months in
dicates that the office furniture
industry is finally pulling out of
the long recession as well, and
industrial distributors had one
of their best months in recent
memory. Automotive parts sup
pliers followed suit with many
suppliers deciding to forego
holiday shut down.
“Some of them also were
trying to create just a little bit of
stock buffer, too, in anticipation
of higher automobile sales and
increased production schedules
going into the new year,” l^ong
said. “So this was a very, very
positive December as Decem
bers go.”
Definitive factors of the 2011
economy, Long speculates, will

include automotive sales, infla
tion, interest rates, real estate
and unemployment rates.
Long said real estate has
bottomed out on a local level,
so although national rates are
falling. Grand Rapids may see
moderate improvement in 2011
while bankruptcies and fore
closures continue to add more
houses to the market. He added
the projected time for homes to
turn to their 2005 value is up to

15 years.
Unemployment rates, how
ever, depend on the success of
the automotive industry in the
coming year. Long is not as op
timistic about an upturn.
"The unemployment situ
ation unfortunately is going to
dog us for most of the rest of
this year throughout southwest
ern Michigan,” Long said.
news® lanthorn com
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The unemployment situation
unfortunately is going to dog us for
most of the rest of this year throughout
southwest Michigan. n
-Brian Long
Director of Supply Management Research
Seidman College of Business
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EDITORIAL CARTOON

The right human rights?
University should find a new P-cord provider
after discovering J.P Morgan's ties to the
genocide in Darfur.
Grand Valley State University debates whether to
renew its purchasing card (P-card) contract with J.P.
Morgan, and after a group of honors students discovered
some ol the bank’s investments are linked to genocide,
it’s time for a change.
Some of the mutual funds offered by J.P. Morgan
invest in PetroChina, a large oil provider that has been
tied to the genocide in the Darfur region of Sudan.
Although PetroChina does not operate directly in Sudan,
it is a publicly-traded subsidiary of the governmentowned China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC)
that refines Sudanese oil. According to the Sudan
Divestment Task Force, 70 to 80 percent of oil profits
fund the Sudanese army.
The conflict in Sudan began when the Sudanese
government turned its armies against tribes in the
Darfur region in 2003 and has claimed the lives of more
than 300,000 people, according to UN estimates. The
conflict was declared a genocide by the U.S. Congress
in 2004. As of 2007, the CNPC owned a 88 percent
stake in PetroChina. J.P. Morgan is one of the largest
publicly-traded investors. As the news of PetroChina’s
involvement with the genocide in Sudan has spread,
there have been divestment actions by 30 U.S. states, the
District of Columbia and 61 colleges and universities.
It is time for GVSU to make the same statement
by divesting in J.P. Morgan and finding a new P-card
provider.
While GVSU’s investments in J.P. Morgan do not
fund PetroChina, knowingly investing in a company
with morally unsound business practices makes the
statement that those practices are acceptable. Divesting
in J.P. Morgan could encourage other investors to follow
suit. Pulling GVSU’s funds puts financial pressure on
J.P. Morgan to cut its ties with PetroChina. Revenue
streams from PetroChina and its parent company CNPC
are funding a bloody and ceaseless war that has killed
thousands, uprooted millions and will continue to wreak
havoc on Sudan until pressure from the rest of the
world cuts down Sudan’s military funds and forces a
resolution.
If the university discovers that alternate P-card
providers are not funding humanitarian crises, GVSU
should make the switch.
Changing providers may be a costly process, but
when saving a few dollars becomes more important than
saving a few lives, that’s a problem.
It’s time for GVSU to take a “grand” stand and begin
divestment actions.
The student-run newspaper of Grand Valley State University

Editorial Page Board
Emanuel Johnson
Kim Sander
Samantha Butcher
Anya Zentmeyer

Editor in Chief
Business Manager
Managing Editor
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Valley Vote
Should GVSU renew its P-card contract with
J.P. Morgan?

Yes: 100%
This week s question:
Is the Safe Walk program useful at

Vote online at
Lanthorn.com
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YOUR INSIGHTS

Who is to blame for the Arizona shooting?

"The shooter. Who
else would there be
to blame?"

"Everyone has
the right to free
speech, but 1 think
the shooter is to
blame. 1 don't
think anyone in the
government is at
fault."

Amanda Harvey

Julia Hisey

Sophomore
Public and NonProfit Administration
Lapeer, Mich.

Freshman
Marketing
Canton, Mich.

issue. The limit for letter length is one
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and
condense letters and columns for length
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn will not be
held responsible for errors that appear in
print as a result of transcribing handwritten
letters or e-mail typographic errors.
The name of the autltor may be withheld
for compelling reasons.
The
content.
information
and
views expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those of the
university, its Board of Trustees, officers,
faculty and staff.

"The shooter. Some
people are trying
to pin it on gun
laws, some on
mental illness. It
still comes down to
him knowing what
he was doing."

"1 think the shooter
is to blame. There's
only so much we
can blame on
gun control but it
should be an issue
that we rethink."

Zach Plumb

Cody Lewandoski

Alex Gabrielli

Junior
Film and Video
Troy, Mich.

Sophomore
International
Relations
Dexter, Mich.

Sophomore
Chemistry
Reading, Pa.

"The guy who
did it is the main
person. There's a
growing radical
shift in this country
and there's a lot of
people getting bad
ideas. That doesn't
justify what he did,
though."

GVL STUDENT OPINION

Using secret money makes buying textbooks easy!
Chris
Slattery

The week that classes start is
always a favorite amongst college
students. Not only do we get to sit
through hours of lectures regarding
identical syllabi that (ironically) go
in depth about the consequences of
plagiarism, but we also get to play
the fun game of “Who Will I Not
Regret Meeting in This Class?”
Perhaps the greatest part about
returning to Grand Valley State
University, though, is purchas
ing textbooks. Some of us could
not wait to obtain these vessels of
knowledge and likely are already
finished shopping. That’s super.
Personally, I am holding off,
though not because used books are
still readily available and profes
sors occasionally drop textbooks
from their curriculum last-minute.
Instead, my lingering is because the
thrill of a mass-purchase is one of
the few pleasures I have in this life.
The biggest reason college stu

dents love buying textbooks is not
because we spend our days texting
books (lolz), but rather because
we enjoy spending money. Once
we all apply for our Bridge Cards,
our disposable income opens right
up, and after spending hundreds of
dollars a month on rent, utilities,
insurance, gas and wining and din
ing significant others, of course we
still have piles of cash to splurge on
class accessories.
Because, secretly, all college
students are millionaires.
We have never told anyone this
before out of the fear that corpo
rations would take advantage of
this fact, but it appears they have
already found us out. How else
would you explain the inflated
prices of textbooks?
And it is this simple monetary
fact that makes all of this okay.
We love spending absurdly laige
amounts of dollars and cents that
we didn’t even work hard to attain
for material that could just as easily
be shared online for free.
I mean, it’s not really learning if
it doesn't cost anything. That’s my
motto. That’s also my reasoning be

hind slipping each of my professors
a crisp Benjamin after every lecture
for doing such a bang-up job at the
white board today.
So, really, there is motivation
why McGraw-Hill would ever
want to give their product away for
free. Why put an easily-editable
manuscript on the web when print
ing new editions every other year
creates higher profits?
And putting a textbook avail
able on a Kindle? Don’t make us
laugh. The Kindle is such a passing
fad, much like the Internet (just
give it a couple of years). No one is
really going to want to lug around
something half the size of an iPad
that could potentially hold every
textbook a student will ever need.
Talk about tedious. We can barely
keep thousands of albums on our
Zunes (because we are both Macs
and PCs here at GVSU).
We plan to make the most out
of this week, and if that means
throwing wads of cash at textbook
suppliers, we are so game. After all,
what else can we use as paper
weights for all these new syllabi?
cslatter\@ lanthorn com

Arizona gunman exception, not example, for Americans

No: 0%

GVSU?

The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn opinion page is to stimulate
discussion and action on topics of interest
to the Grand Valley Community.
Student opinions do not reflect those of
(he Grand Valley Lanthorn.
The Grand Valley I .anthorn welcomes
reader viewpoints arid offers three vehicles
of expression for reader opinions: letter*
to the editor, guest columns and phone
responses.
Letter* must include the author’s name
and be accompanied by current picture
identification if dropped off in person,
fitters will be checked by an employee of
the Grand Valley I .anthorn.
Letter* appear as space permits each

GVL / Dan Sills

Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (DAriz.) was shot in the head and
wounded in Tucson, Ariz. on Satur
day, and U.S. District Court judge
John M. Roll was among six killed.
The true motives of the gunman
are still unknown, according to the
Pima County Sheriff's Office.
Some have speculated the
young gunman was simply a crazy
person who got hold of a gun and
some sort of transportation. Others,
including Pima County Sheriff
Clarence W. Dupnik, think the
shooting is the result of a troubled
mind nudged over the edge by
insightful statements made by
political figures on TV and radio.
Sheriff Dupnik, a friend of both
Giffords and Roll, blamed the
intense vitriol active in the recent
political climate, including rhetoric

used by Sarah Palin and Sharron
Angle. Angle in particular spoke
of resorting to what she called
“second amendment remedies’’ if
the 2010 election did not go as her
supporters hoped.
No matter the reason for this
unnecessary violence, there is one
thing which we can all take away
from this incident: in America, we
settle our political disagreements
by going to the ballot box, not the
ammunition box. Save for a few
incidences by certain infamous
individuals (Lee Harvey Oswald,
John Wilkes Booth, etc.), we have
always been an example to the
world of how to peacefully work
through our political disagree
ments. Unlike the Spanish, we have
never had a bloody coup to unseat
the government. Unlike British, we
don’t riot in the streets when our
tuition is increased. And unlike the
Chinese, we don’t imprison people
who disagree with the government.
We have a good thing going
here in America. We have a gov-

t

emment designed from its outset
to be a marketplace for ideas. Our
federal legislature allows for our
representatives to try to sway one
another on the merits of various
public policy in open debate before
they finally bring legislation to a
vote. All of our elected officials from the city clerk all the way to
the president - can be contacted
through the mail, telephone and email by ordinary people who wish
to effect change.
Moving ahead, we should
remember if in politics things
don’t go our way, there is always
a way to petition the government
to redress our grievances. If taxes
increase, if speed limits change, if
the military is somewhere it ought
not be, anyone can write their
congressman, senator or mayor to
share their ideas on the matter.
Those we disagree with are still
our fellow citizens, and a diversity
of ideas and opinions is essential to
a functioning democracy.
editorial @ lanthorn com
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GV team distributes mobile Shop Social app
By Eric Higgins
GVL Intern

MAREC hosts
lunch series on
sustainability
basics
Over the next three
months, Grand Valley
State University's Michigan
Alternative and Renewable
Energy Center (MAREC)
will host the Lunch and
Learn Series to teach the
basics of solar power, wind
power and bio-energy.
The events, free and open
to the public by RSVP, will
take place at MAREC, 200
Viridian Drive in Muskegon.
Beverages and dessert will
be provided at each event.
Jan. 19: Bruce Lowstuter,
lead instructor and
member of the board of
directors at the Great Lakes
Renewable Energy Center,
will speak on solar energy.
RSVP by Jan. 17.
Feb. 23: Kim Walton,
education coordinator at
MAREC, will discuss the
basics of wind power. RSVP
by Feb. 21.
March 23: The speaker,
to be announced, will
discuss bio-energy. RSVP by
March 21.
Through the monthly
Lunch and Learn Series,
MAREC aims to provide an
educational opportunity for
those interested in learning
about sustainability and
sustainable living.
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Lecture on 'The
Interfaith Agenda'
to be held on Pew
Campus
The Interfaith Dialogue
Association, an organization
that strives to promote
friendship and trust among
people of diverse religions
and ideologies through
study, dialogue and sharing
about religious experiences,
will hold its annual Rabbi
Philip Sigal Memorial
Lecture at 7 p.m. on Jan. 20.
The lecture, From
Tolerance to Holy Envy:
The Interfaith Agenda,
presented by Douglas
Kindschi, will be held at
Loosemore Auditorium
in the DeVos Center, 401
West Fulton on the Grand
Valley State University Pew
Campus. Admission is free.

Shop Social, an application cre
ated by the Mobile Applications
and Services Lab at Grand Valley
State University, became available
last semester for the Android and
iPhone.
Since its release, Shop Social
has received positive reviews in the
Android Market. Reviewers have
rated the app five stars on a five
star scale.
The Shop Social app allows us
ers to scan the barcode on items
to see how much they cost and
to compare competitors’ prices.
Along with pricing, when an item
is scanned, videos of the item will
appear so users can see the item in
use.
Social media sites are also inte
grated into the app. Users can share
the selected items on Facebook or
view photos from Flickr.
GVSU student Joseph Roth, who
worked on Shop Social, said future
updates will improve the activity

GVL Photo Illustration / Eric Coulter

Click and compare: The Shop Social app, developed by the Grand Valley State University
Mobile Applications and Services Lab, allows users to scan barcodes to compare prices.

features of the app.
“MASL plans on generalizing
the activity stream to provide more
fresh content,” Roth said. “The
ability to view interactions in real
time and scale the levels between
global, friends, and personal.”

Volunteer and
internship
opportunities offered
at non-profit fair
Grand Valley State
University's Non-profit
Volunteer Internship Fair
will present more than 40
organizations from 1-4
p.m. on Jan. 20in the Grand
River Room of Kirkhof
Center, The fair, presented
by the Community Service
Learning Center, is open
to all GVSU students.
Participating organizations
include Heart of West
Michigan United Way,
Heartside Ministry,
Habitat for Humanity Kent
County and Mackenzie's
Animal Sanctuary. For
more information, call
the Community Service
Learning Center at (616)
331-2468.
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Women's Center receives grant from U.S. Department of Justice
By Anya Zentmeyer
GVL News Editor

Grand Valley State Uni
versity’s Women’s Center
has received a $265,129
federal grant from the U.S.
Department of Justice’s Of
fice on Violence Against
Women, to raise awareness
of sexual assault and dating
violence and to help reduce
the number of these inci
dents on campus.
Marlene
KowalskiBraun, director of the Wom
en’s Center, said the grant
will help the Women’s Cen
ter to further transform the
campus culture regarding
prevention of dating vio
lence, domestic violence,
sexual assault and stalking.
She said the results from
the ALERT Labs annual
anonymous random sample
done in 2006 on GVSU’s
campus revealed that one
in five female students and
one in 15 male students
have experienced sexual
assault and some point in
their lifetimes - numbers
that reflect the statistics na
tionwide.
“With current policies in
place and work that supports
prevention and reporting,
we feel that this grant will
assist in building capacities
to further the universities
work,”
Kowalski-Braun
said. “Most importantly, we
received the grant because
of current efforts around
education prevention and
campus/community
out
reach initiatives.”
With the funding, the
Women’s Center plans to
create a coordinated com
munity
response
team

made up of faculty and staff
at GVSU and community
leaders in the area. Special
ized training and additional
resources for campus police
officers, judicial hearing of
ficers and counseling staff
are all major focuses of
the grant, Kowalski-Braun
said.
“Additionally, we are
able to create a Theater for
Dialogue student-lead per
formance education group,
and we have a plan to cre
ate sustained involvement
of male students as Allies
in violence prevention,”
she added.
The grant also allows
for numerous on and offcampus partners that in
clude non-profits such as
the YWCA, the Center for
Women in Transition, and
area law enforcement.
Kowalski-Braun added
the Women’s Center will
use specialized training
from nationally recognized
speakers for the theater pro
gram and police training in
addition to local experts for
the training and counseling
center staff.
“This three-year grant
will help us develop sus
tainable programs and ser
vices for our campus and
local communities,” she
said. “We recognize that
GVSU provides great pro
grams and services for stu
dents, yet more work can
always be done to address
issues around sexual vio
lence, and these funds will
help us build those capaci
ties. We feel very lucky to
be one of only 23 recipients
this year.”
news@lanthorn .com
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More reviews for Shop Social
have appeared in the Android Mar
ket than in the iTunes store, but for
good reason, said Jonathan Engelsma, who leads the MASL. Accord
ing to Laker Mobile data, more stu
dents use Androids than iPhones.

The iTunes Store also provides
multiple scanning apps, which
leads to fewer reviews for the Shop
Social on the iPhone.
Despite the competition, the
app has about three thousand to
tal downloads. As with other apps,
Shop Social has been updated mul
tiple times - seven times for the
Android version and two times for
the iPhone with a new update com
ing soon.
“It’s a lot easier to update An
droid applications,” he said. “An
droid Market is not curated, so no
body approves it. They just assume
you are doing a good job.”
GVSU student Alejo Montoya,
who helped develop the app, said
users can look forward to some
changes. The team plans to create
updates based on how people are
using Shop Social.
“A lot of users found the ap
plication useful and request more
functionality,” he said. “We are
currently evaluating which ones to
implement.”

The Women's Center opened it's doors
in 2001 and a year later moved into it's cur
rent location on the main floor of the Kirkhof
Center. The Women's Center lists as it's mission
to" create meaningful learning about women
and gender and to advocate for gender jus
tice through the education, engagement, and
empowerment of women students and the
greater GVSU community."
The Women's Center sponsors a number of
programs and initiatives on campus as well as
offers a multitude of personal and academic
services available to all students.

Women of wealth: (From left to right) Ashley Nickels, Theresa Rowland nd Jenika Townsel take a break in the
Women's Center. The Center recently received a $265,129 grant from the U.S. Department of Justice.

I WANT YOU
TO WORK FOR THE NEWSPAPER

Cf)t lantftorn
IS CURRENTLY HIRING

WRITERS
WEB TEAM
INTERNS

The Women's Center is located in room 1201
of the Kirkhof Center. To contact the center, call
(616) 331-2748 or send an email to womenctr@
gvsu.edu. For more information, please visit the
Women's Center website:

ALL POSITIONS ARE PAID. INTERNSHIPS AVAILABLE.

http*y/www.gvsu.edu/women_cen/

For an application please visit our office in Lower Kirkhof Room 0051
Office Number: (616) 331-2460
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Laker women's hockey looks to straighten out up-and-down season
By Greg Monahan
GVL Sports Editor

In a season that has seen a number of highs
paired with its share of lows, the Grand Valley
State University women’s hockey team will look
to settle down in the second half and make a run
at the American Collegiate Hockey Association’s
National Championship.
Playing a gauntlet of the nation’s toughest
ACHA Division I teams in the early stages of the
season, the GVSU women started out 8-0-1 but
hit a six-game winless streak in late October and
early November.
Ranked No. 6 in the country, GVSU has al
ready played each of the top four ranked teams
in the nation. The team has struggled mightily at
times, but it has also proven itself against top tal
ent with ties against the first- and second-ranked
teams in the nation - Lindenwood University and
Michigan State University.
“With the busy schedule at the beginning of
the season, we started off strong and had a couple
big wins against great teams,” said junior goalie
Michelle Wyniemko. “Then we had a couple
mental breakdowns and mistakes during some
games later on, but we played them tough, so
we’re not going to dwell on those.”

Since the six-game winless streak when GVSU
went 0-4-2, the team has turned back around and
won four of its last six games.
“Consistency is the key,” said GVSU head
coach Cory Whitaker. “We brought in some
freshmen who had a major role in what we were
doing, and 1 think they struggled with some of our
systems at times and the responsibilities they had.
Now that we are past that, 1 think that it’s going to
be exciting for sure because they’ve found their
way in and know our system.”
The Lakers are an underclassman-laden team
— eight of the 21 skaters are freshman, and the
team has been through the typical growing pains
associated with a young club.
“We did have a lot of new girls come in and
we clicked right away,” said senior captain Ash
ley Rumsey, who leads the team with 24 goals in
just 20 games. “But then I think we got a little
overconfident of ourselves and hit a little dip.
We were ranked higher than we had ever been at
third in the nation, which we couldn’t believe. So
I think that got to us a little bit, and we let off the
gas, but we’re picking it back up now.”
After more than a month off, the Lakers will
jump to action this weekend with three games in
three days, including two on the road.
At No. 6 in the nation, the Lakers have to stay

Courtesy photo / GVSU women s

Pucking the trend: The women's hockey team lines up before a game. The team started the season strong
with an 8-0-1 record but is ranked No. 6 nationally after a six-game losing streak last semester.

in the top 10 to make their third straight National
Championship tournament.
Whitaker said his young team’s growth as the
season has progressed will help them get to the
tournament with the help of the upperclassmen.
“One of the biggest rewards as a coach is when
you have a group of players come in and the play
ers who have been in the system for the past few
years are beginning to pass that knowledge and
experience to the younger players,” Whitaker

said. “It’s been really nice for me to take a step
back and watch them develop. It’s definitely ex
citing, and that’s what you hope for in a program,
and we want to carry that to the end of the year.”
The puck will drop on the latter half of the
Lakers’ season at 8 pjn. on Friday at Walker Ice
and Fitness Center. The team then travels on Sat
urday and Sunday to Ann Arbor to take on the
University of Michigan.
sports @ lanthorn rom

Women's swim and dive looks ahead to
conference, national championships
Team to build
offof last year's
highest-ever
national finish _
By Zach Sepanik
GVL Staff Writer

While the winter season is
upon us and snow leaves the
outside world cold, the Grand
Valley State University wom
en’s swimming and diving
team has been heating up the
pool inside. After an eighthplace finish in last year’s na
tional championships, the high
est in team history, GVSU head
coach Andy Boyce will look to
build on that accomplishment.
“The team is looking really
strong,” said Boyce, who enters
his fourth year at the helm. “We
have had some solid meets and
just one loss in the conference a close decision to Wayne State.
We are a very deep team across
the board in all events, and all
swimmers are close together in
their times.”
The team qualified 15 wom
en for the national champion
ships last year, but the NCAA
has recently changed the stan
dards for swimming for athletes
to qualify for the champion
ships.
“It has now become a se
lection process,” Boyce said.
“The top athlete is taken from
each event. We already have
four divers who have qualified,
and we must see what falls out

GVL Archive

Eyes on the prize: Members of the women's swim team congratulate
each other after a race. Fifteen athletes qualified for nationals last year.

in conference. But we should
be able to qualify 15 women
again, perhaps even 20.”
The GLIAC is filled with
tough competition. Four teams
from the conference finished in
the top ten in last year’s final
national rankings. The Lakers
were second in the conference
last year, and after their finish
in the national championships,
they hope to build on the suc
cess.
Junior diver Karen Verbrugge said the repetition and
hard work the team displays in
practice will translate to posi
tive results.
“Our season has been full
of fun and success. We have
been working hard in practice

and have seen great results at
meets,” she said. “We have two
main goals as a team this season:
first, to become GLIAC confer
ence champions, and second, to
beat last year’s eighth-place fin
ish at nationals.”
The team has a strong mix
of youth and experience with
13 juniors and seniors provid
ing leadership and guidance for
16 freshmen and sophomores.
Boyce said he has seen the
team come together inside and
outside the pool.
“The upperclassmen wel
come the freshmen to the
dorms and bring goody bags,”
he said. “In the weight room,
we pair up upperclassmen with
underclassmen so they can see

TK'f

how things are done. Also, they
can be seen outside the pool
helping the underclassmen with
tutoring.”
Verbrugge said she has also
noticed how close the team has
become.
“As cliche as it is, we really
are one big family,” she said.
“We are a very close knit team,
and we are behind each other
100 percent in practice and at
meets. At big meets, it really
helps to see or hear your team
mates all cheering you on.”
The team has had a strong
start to their year with only one
conference loss and has stepped
up their preparation for the con
ference schedule. The Lakers
have faced tough competition,
including Michigan State Uni
versity and the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
Senior swimmer Erin Lynch,
who specializes in the butterfly
and IM, said she understands
the importance of practice and
teammates working together.
“By pushing each other in
practice and striving for com
mon goals, there is a competi
tive nature that is carried over
into competition,” she said.
“During practices, (Boyce)
looks for ways to improve
people’s strokes. He has also
created an environment where
everyone can enjoy coming to
practice. We may not always
have the longest practices, but
in the time we do have, we fo
cus on improving our strokes,
turns and dives.”
sports@Janthom.com

GVL Archive

Strong start: Junior guard Jasmine Padin scans the court for an open
teammate during a past game. The team went 11 -2 in its first 13 games.

Rebounding key to women's
basketball success
By Derek Wolff
GVL Assistant Sports Editor

The Grand Valley State Uni
versity women’s basketball team
is off to a strong start, posting an
11-2 mark in its first 13 games
of the 2010-2011 season.
In GVSU head coach Janel
Burgess’ fourth season at the
helm of the program, this mar
gin marks the second time that
the Lakers have won 11 of their
first 13 games. The team has
been superb on the boards and
has out-rebounded teams by an
average of almost 10 per game.
“With rebounding, we’ve
had a good sense of, ‘Okay, the
shot’s up. It’s made or missed,
and we still need to pursue the
ball,”’ Bui^ess said.
Senior guard Elizabeth Van
Tiffin leads the team with 8.1 re
bounds per game while sopho
more guard Briauna Taylor has
pulled down an average of 6.8
per game. Van Tiflin has been
a two-way threat on the glass
with 35 offensive and 70 defen
sive rebounds.
“On the defensive end when
I see that shot go up, it’s my re
sponsibility to box that person
out and finish the defensive
possession,” Van Tiflin said.
“On offense, I have a nose for
the ball and when the shot goes
up, I’m determined that’s my
ball, and I have to go after it and
get it.”
The leakers have outscored
opponents by more than 16
points per game, averaging 73.7
points per game while holding
opponents to just 57.4.
Sophomore center Alex
Stelfox has come off a strong
freshman year when she was
named the GLIAC Freshman
of the Year after averaging 12
points per game. This season
she has bumped up her average
to a team-leading 15 points per
game at the season’s halfway
point.
“My goal was to improve
»

each year, so by averaging 15
(points per game), I’m improv
ing,” Stelfox said. “It’s a team
effort though. They trust me and
have a lot of confidence in me to
give me the ball in the post.”
Stelfox added both effort of
her teammates and work with
assistant coach Abby Wiseman
on changing the style of play
has been critical in her success
to this point.
“Coach Wiseman had been
helping me a lot by changing
the kind of player I was last
year when I was more of a fi
nesse player into being a more
physical player this year, too,”
she said.
Burgess stressed the versa
tile and cohesive nature of this
year’s team both on and off the
court for their success.
“Offensively we’ve moved
the ball very freely. We’ve got
a great inside-outside presence
with some good solid guards
and some good inside pres
ence,” Burgess said. “We’ve got
a good balance, and I think the
kids have realized that togeth
er, they can do a lot of special
things.”
Optimism among the players
remains high for the second half
of the season, which will fea
ture crucial match-ups against
conference rivals Hillsdale Col
lege, Michigan Technological
University and Lake Superior
State University.
For Burgess, however, the
next game is always the most
meaningful.
“Every game has to have the
same meaning ” she said. “The
next game on our schedule is
the most important since that’s
going to dictate if we’re getting
better and if we’re reaching our
immediate goals, which are
growth and cohesiveness from
the beginning to the end of the
season, realizing we have a long
eight weeks ahead of us.”
dwolff® lanthorn com
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Men's hockey looks to make run in season's second half
By Greg Monahan
GVL Sports Editor

For a team that’s used to winning, it has
been a difficult year for the Grand Valley State
University men’s hockey team.
After finishing each of the last four years
multiple games over .500, the team currently
sits at 10-9-0 at the midway point in the season,
though the club thinks the second half could be
different.
The Division II team has played 11 of its 19
games thus far against the American Collegiate
Hockey Association’s Division I, but the final
12 games on the schedule are against Division
11 teams.
“As a team I think we underperformed,” said
senior goaltender Grant Lyon. “It was a trying
first semester and we have to look at the posi
tive side of things. Like when we did play D-II
opponents, we went 5-1.”
Not only did the Lakers load their first-half

schedule with Division I teams, the games were
against some of the best teams in Division I,
including No. 6 Adrian College and No. 2 Dav
enport University.
“(The schedule) was by design,” said GVSU
head coach Mike Forbes. “I wanted to have a
tough schedule to push us and to get us battle
ready. So there was a method to the madness.”
The Lakers have struggled mightily against
the Division I clubs in going 3-8 against the
ACHA’s best.
It’s been a different story within their divi
sion. In Division II, the Lakers are 5-1 with a
plus-13 goal differential.
“I think the only direction we can go is up,”
Lyon said. “With the teams that we’re play
ing and the way the lines are playing together,
I definitely think it’s going to improve. These
next couple weeks we should be firing on all
cylinders and clicking from the offense back to
the goaltenders.”
GVSU has also won three of four, includ

ing a split against Oakland University, which
is ranked No. 10 in ACHA Division I. Junior
forward Vinny Klein said the team is starting
to come around since they’ve been able to get
more games.
“We had about ten new faces on the team,
so it took us a little while to mesh and get our
chemistry down,” he said. “But in that first half
we played a lot of Division 1 teams, tough com
petition that will help us out down the stretch
here because we’re now playing Division II
teams.”
Possibly the biggest positive of the last four
games has been the team’s power play, which
has found the back of the net at least once in
each matchup.
The team will faceoff at Georgetown Ice
Arena this Friday at 9 p.m. against Marist Col
lege and end the weekend with a Sunday mati
nee against the University of Minnesota at 4
p.m.
sports@ lanthorn .com
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Second wind: A member of the GVSU hockey team
battles an opponent. The Lakers have struggled this
year but predict a better second half of the season.

Basketball upperclassmen lead team to strong start
By Brady Fredericksen
GVL Staff Writer

GVL Archive

GLIAC bound: Members of Grand Valley State University's men's swim
team prepare to begin a race during the intramural meet earlier this year.

Preparation the focus
for GV swim and dive
By Jon Adamy
GVL Staff Writer

After defeating Wayne State
University at home on Saturday,
the Grand Valley State Univer
sity men’s swimming and div
ing team is hard at work putting
in final preparations before Feb
ruary’s GLIAC Championship.
The team's commitment to
continuing its success into the
conference and national cham
pionships later this season is
shown by its dedication to the
sport both in and out of the
pool.
GVSU head coach Andy
Boyce said the team typically
practices about 20 hours each
week, including two to three
practices that begin at 5:45
a.m. During the morning prac
tices, swimmers can expect to
put in anywhere from 3,000 to
6j000 yards in the pool. Morn
ing practices are followed by an
afternoon practice when some
swimmers can log anywhere
from 5 (XX) to 8j000 yards.
Boyce said many athletes
continue a rigorous swimming
routine year-round to maintain
their ability.
“It’s definitely a commit
ment. People coming in ready
to go have trained hard over
the summer, and that makes a
big difference as well,” Boyce
said. “We’re always looking
down the road to the end of the
season, and there’s not a lot of
downtime if you want to be one
of the best in the conference or
in the nation.”
Emphasis on technique plays
a critical role in the success of
the team - an aspect Boyce re
inforces by videotaping practice
sessions and working with ath
letes one-on-one.
Junior freestyle swimmer
Joe Sayre said technique sepa
rates good swimmers from great
swimmers.
“You start off a race, and
it’s easy when you're fresh
and ready to go to have a good
stroke and good technique. But
at the end of the race when
you’re tired and you’re hurting

//

It's definitely
a commitment.
People coming
in ready to go
have trained
hard over the
summerl and
that makes a

well/7
-Andy Boyce
GVSU head coach
and you’re trying to go as fast as
you can, that’s when things fall
apart," he said. “If you’re not in
good shape, your technique will
fall apart and you’ll get sloppy
and slow.”
Senior diver Patrick VanDommelen said the coaches can
help their athletes find specific
areas, both mental and physical,
for improvement.
“Diving is so technical that
when spectators, fans or even
swimmers watch, they might
not notice a small thing that a
coach might notice that could
make a world of difference,”
VanDommelen said. “Not only
do (coaches) have to be knowl
edgeable in the techniques, but
they also have to be knowledge
able in the different strategies to
calm us down and ways to think
about things so that we don’t
freak out when we get up there
and the meet’s on the line.”
As the season’s end draws
closer, the swimmers will begin
tapering, a process by which
they begin to swim fewer yard
ages to allow their bodies to rest
and recover.
Sayre said the team looks
strong heading into the final
portion of the season, and he
has high hopes to do even better
than last year.
“Really over the entire sea
son our primary focus is toward
the end of the year,” Sayre said.
sports® lanthorn com

Team chemistry is one of
the most important factors that
go into the success of any bas
ketball team. Talent is an ob
vious necessity, but continuity
between teammates can be the
most crucial part of a team’s
success.
This season, the Grand
Valley State University men’s
basketball team has looked
not only to their talent, but
also to their chemistry to cre
ate something special.
“I don’t know that I’ve
ever been involved with a
team that was successful and
didn’t have great chemistry,”
said seventh-year GVSU head
coach Ric Wesley. “Most of
the time it’s not as much a lack
of talent that causes teams to
not do well, but it’s a just pull
ing apart from within.”
The team, which returned
12 players from last year’s
NCAA Tournament squad,
has seen consistent production
out of its returning players in
senior Justin Ringler (14.2
points per game) and junior
Alvin Storrs (2.14 steals per
game). Ringler, a Sporting
News preseason All-Ameri
can, and Storrs enter the sea
son as GVSU’s All-GLIAC
team representatives.
“As a team, we’re really
trying to focus on one goal
at a time,” said senior guard
K’Len Morris, who has aver
aged 6.1 points per game so
far this season. “We know that
if we can accomplish each
one, it will lead to us closer to
fighting for the national cham
pionship.”
After a first-place finish
in the GLIAC North Divi
sion last season, the Lakers
have gotten out to a fast start
in 2011. Before Wednesday
night’s game against Northwood University, the team sat

GVL Archive / Nicole Lamson

Post power: Junior Nick Waddell makes a move to the basket during a
past game. The team is currently 12-2 overall on the season.

atop the division with a per
fect 7-0 conference record and
a 12-2 overall record.
But the team has seen it’s
national ranking fluctuate
throughout the first half of the
season. After sitting at No. 5
in the pre-season N ABC/Di vi
sion II Men’s Basketball Poll,
the Lakers have suffered two
non-conference losses and
have fallen to No. 15.
“We really don’t spend a
lot of time talking about (the
rankings), but it’s nice to
know that people think well
about our team,” Wesley said.
“At the same time generally
we’re ranked below another
team (No. 1 University of
Findlay) in our conference as

well as other teams in our re
gion. That’s a pretty good sign
that there’s tough times ahead,
and it’s the team that perse
veres through those times that
will be higher in the rankings
at the end.”
The staple of Wesleycoached teams at GVSU,
which consistently rank near
the top of the conference in
defense, is no different this
season. After leading the con
ference in defensive field goal
percentage last season (.406),
the Laker defense has been
formidable in only 58.2 points
per game prior to Wednes
day’s matchup.
“We just try to pick up our
defensive intensity for 40 min

utes every game,” said junior
guard James Thomas. “lt‘s
hard to keep that intensity up
for 40 minutes a game, but
we’re going to keep working
on it every day.”
Team defense will be the
biggest key to success in the
conference season, but a wild
card will be the play of redshirt freshman Asauhn Tatum.
A 6-foot-11-inch center from
Indiana, Tatum has drawn
comparisons to former Lak
er great Callistus Eziukwu.
While still only a freshman,
he had a career-high seven
blocks against Lake Superior
State on Saturday. His block
ing and rebounding have been
catalysts for the defense.
Before the game against
Northwood, Tatum sat atop
the team standings in blocks
with 29.
“(Tatum) has great length,
and we expect him to protect
the basket and rebound the
ball. That’s what he has to
do,” Wesley said.
Only seven games into the
conference season, GVSU
will look to continue their
winning ways. Looming
match-ups with No. 1 Findlay,
No. 10 Hillsdale College and
the 131 Showdown against
Ferris State University should
prove to be worthy challenges
for the Lakers.
"Our focus is on working
hard every day and building
our r6sum£, so hopefully we
can be one of those 64 teams
playing in the postseason,”
Wesley said. “You know, we
talk a lot about doing our very
best each and every day, and
to me, if you’re good enough
to get to the NCAA Tourna
ment, then anything can hap
pen.”
After enjoying a brief
three-game stint at home, the
Lakers will hit the road to take
on Hillsdale Saturday at 1 p.m.
bfredericksen @ lanthorn com
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GV track and field gears
up for indoor season
Distance runners look to translate success from cross country season
By Kevin VanAntwerpen
GVL Staff Writer

The 2011 season means two entirely
separate things for the Grand Valley State
University men’s and women’s track and
field teams. For the women, who finished
second at nationals last year, it means it is
time to tune up for the push toward a na
tional title. For the men, who placed 23rd
at last year’s outdoor championships and
29th at the indoor, it is a new dawn.
With the new season just beginning,
GVSU head coach Jerry Baltes said he
thinks the upcoming season will provide
new opportunities for returning and new
runners.
“We’ve got a lot of individuals who
have an opportunity to step up and do
great things,” he said. “The ladies side will
hopefully be a challenge for the champi
onship, and the men’s side hopefully will
move as close to the podium and bringing
home a trophy as possible.”
For the women’s team, the season will
mean facing pressures to live up to the
previous two seasons. The women have
finished in the top four in each of the last
two years, and Baltes said he expects just
as strong an out

put this year as last year.
“We’ve got a group of individuals that
can come together and defend our titles at
the conference championships,” he said.
“Hopefully we’ll move up a spot or two or
three at nationals.”
Senior runner Megan Maceratini said
the biggest challenge she expects is the
altitude races in Albuquerque N.M., a
challenge the team also faced during last
year’s indoor championships.
“It makes it a lot harder to breathe,
and we have to adjust,” she said. “It puts
us at a disadvantage because all Colorado
schools are used to training at altitude. It’s
impossible to prepare for it in Michigan.”
For the men’s team, the expectations
are high this year. The cross-country team
ran for its best-ever third-place finish at
nationals last semester, and every runner
for the track and field’s distance event is a
member of that cross-country team.
“The fact that all the distance guys are
coming off of our
best season ever just
means that we’re
going to go into the
track season in pret
ty good shape,” said

senior runner Anthony Witt.
This year’s batch of new runners may
also play a key role in the success of the
season, Witt added.
“I think this year, we’ve brought in
one of the best overall recruiting classes
in a while,” he said. “Our field events are
stronger than ever. We brought in a lot of
400 guys, a lot of good hurdlers. Our dis
tance is stronger. Overall, our program is
ten times stronger than last year.”
The track and field teams experienced
one obstacle before the season even start
ed this year - last season’s cross-country
nationals championships were several
weeks later than usual, and many of the
cross-country runners, also track and field
runners, were forced to start a little later in
the 2011 season.
“We still have to make sure those kids
get their two weeks rest,” Baltes said. “It’ll
slow us down a bit at the beginning, but
we’ll be tine as the year progresses.”
The men’s and women’s teams have
upcoming home meets at 4 p.m. today
and at 6 p.m. Friday respectively as
they host the Bob Eubanks Open.
kvanantwerpen @ lanthorn x om
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Second shot: Sophomore thrower Sam Lockhart winds up to throw the
shot put. Lockhart won first place in the event at the Laker Early Bird
meet Friday with a throw of 49-2 1/2, a school record.

800m- 1:53.29

Tyler Emmorey (Junior)
Mile- 4:10.97

Paul Zielinski (Junior)
5,000m- 14:37.52

Quinton Dennis (Senior)
Pole Vault - 16-3

Matt Armstrong (Junior)
Shot Put - 59-2 3/4

'Team effort'leads to
women's track awards
By Kevin VanAntwerpen
GVL Staff Writer

GVL Archive

Overcoming obstacles: Junior Ryan Brown competes in the 60m hurdles during a past home meet at the Laker Turf Building. The team brought in
strong recruits this year, which GVSU head coach Jerry Baltes hopes will help the team in the altitude races later this year in Alberquerque, N.M.
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Although he was recently
named the United StatesTrack
and Field and Cross Country
Coaches Association’s Coach
of the Year (USTFCCCA),
Grand Valley State Univer
sity head coach Jerry Baltes
said the award has little to do
with himself.
“It takes a team to get
to this point,” he said. “I
wouldn’t be recognized for
Coach of the Year without a
great team and a great admin
istration. The award signifies
the well-roundedness of the
total program. It’s everyone
involved - the trainers, the
athletes and the coaches.”
After leading the women's
cross-country team to its
first national championship
in school history, Baltes will
now look for similar success
from his indoor track teams,
which won the 2009-2010
USTFCCCA Program of the
Year award for the secondstraight season.
In addition to Program of
the Year and Coach of the
Year, the women’s team was
showered with several other
honors - assistant coach Joe
Lynn was named Assistant
Coach of the Year, senior
runner Candice Wheat was
named Track Athlete of the
Year and junior red-shirt run
ner Liz Murphy was named
field athlete of the year.
“We’ve got a great admin
istration and a great school
to recruit to, which attracts
athletes,” Baltes said. “We’ve
got great student athletes that
work really hard and a lot of
great coaches that help those
athletes reach their full poten
tial. It’s a great team from top
to bottom.”
GVSU athletic director
Tim Selgo pointed out that
despite track’s tendency to fo
cus on individuals, the GVSU
team puts an emphasis on
teamwork and depth.
“We have a better team
atmosphere and team togeth
erness than most other pro-

I think there's
just something
special about
Grand Valley...
the culture of
the school goes
above and be
yond to make
sure we're the
best we can be/7

I

-Megan Maceratini
GVSU Senior runner

grams," he said. “I think that’s
due to the leadership of Jerry
(Baltes) and his entire staff.”
Senior runner Megan
Maceratini agreed and said
both the coaches and the
other runners help to create
an atmosphere cohesive to
success.
“I think there’s just some
thing special about Grand
Valley,” she said. “There
are so many people pushing
you and working with you.
There’s so much support. I
think the culture of the school
goes above and beyond to
make sure we’re the best we
can be.”
Despite the amount of
teamwork put into the team,
Selgo was quick to point out
that before Baltes took over
as head coach in 1999, nei
ther GVSU track and field
nor cross-country had won a
conference-level champion
ship.
“Now we regularly win
them,” Selgo said. “Jerry has
brought us to a new level.
He’s done a phenomenal job
of putting our program on the
map and making it one of the
best - if not the best - pro
gram in the country.”
k\,ananh\'erpen@ lanthorn xom
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Women's top

Brooke Horne (Sophomore)
60m dash - 7.86

Monica Kinney (Junior)

NCUA

Mile - 4:57.30

(800 or 616) 242-9790
www.LMCU.org
5023 Lake Michigan Dr,
just west of 48th St.

Megan Maceratini (Senior)
3000m

LAKE'----mic ;i lie ;an
<
KfJ )U

IN

10:00.77

Jade Hull (Junior)
60m hurdles

8.83

Jocelyn Kuksa (Junior)

Pole Vault

12-9
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Opportunities

________ Services________

Employment

Announcements

Experienced Attorney 3 Miles
from Campus. 616.895.7300.
www.davidknoesterplc.com
616-895-7300

The Lanthorn is hiring. Web
Team, Writers and Interns.
Stop in our office, 0051 Kirk
hof for an application today.
616-331-2460
www. lanthorn .com

Need cash on campus? Lake
Michigan Credit Union has
five GVSU campus ATM lo
cations. Drive up Kiosk @
42nd/Pierce, Commons
(lower level), Kleiner, Kirkhof,
and
Rec.
Center.
www.LCMU.org

University Bookstore. Shop
online anytime with the University
Bookstore.
www.ubs.qvsu.edu

________ Wanted________
Sick of doing dishes already?
Buy a meal plan today and
save big on time shopping
and cleaning. Get your meal
plan today at gvsufood.com

Bartenders wanted. Up to
$250/Day. No Experience
necessary. Training provided.
Age
18+
Okay.
Call
1-800-965-6520. ext. 226.

ACROSS
1

5

________ Housing
Grand Valley’s best kept
deal. University Townhomes
& Apartments guarantees the
lowest price per person. En
joy a quiet atmosphere with a
variety of home styles to
choose from less than 2
miles from campus. Call Tim
today 616-477-5511

Sell
it
(get rid of it)

8
12
14
15

16
17
18

forFREE!!!

20

23
24
25

@ Lanthorn.com

28
29
30
32
34
35
36
37

40
41
42

King Crossword
n

1

Pinza of
“South
Pacific"
“Give
- break!"
Dweeby
type
“The View"
co-host
Old Italian
money
Source of
great
wealth
Press
- Bon
Jovi
Most
recent
For a
specific
purpose
Platter
Nitwit
Tennessee
city
Right angle
Funnyman
Jerry
Medic,
familiarly
Compose in
print
Medal earner
Wan
Substantial
Where
originally
located
Motorists’
org.
Crucifix
Yukon event
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2

3

10

9

8

11

13

12
15

i

47 African
antelope
48 Report-card
sticker,
maybe
49 Break
suddenly
50 Computer
file suffix
51 Danson et al.

7 “18 or older"
provision
8 Snafu
9 Ireland
10 Greek Cupid
11 Philosopher
Immanuel
13 University
VIP
19 Poisonous
snakes
20 Mr. Lincoln
21 Foolish one
22 Sacred
23 One of
Donald
Duck’s
nephews
25 Crazy, in
Yiddish
26 Concept
27 Kind

DOWN
Early bird?
Menagerie
Under the
weather
Goldfinger
ally
Chicken
chow —
Compass
point suffix

29 For fear that
31 Coquettish
33 Settled a
debt
34 “Citizen
Kane”
inspiration
36 Anti-DUl org.
37 Annoys
38 Verb
counterpart
39 Carbonated
drink
40
Well
That Ends Well”
43 “Alley- -I”
44 Multipurpose
truck
45 Despondent
46 Day
fractions
(Abbr.)

Ci 2UI0 King Features Synd.. Inc.

STRANGE BUTTRUE
residue left over from the
fermentation process.

By Samantha Weaver

• It was American radio and
TV writer and commentator
Andy Rooney who made the
following sage observation:
“Computers make it easier to
do a lot of things, but most of
the things they make it easier to
do don’t need to be done.”

• It takes 450 skilled workers
to create a Steinway grand
piano - and the piano is made
up of about 12,000 individual
parts.
• If you are like 83 percent of
adult Americans, you received a
gift you didn’t want during the
recent holiday season.

• The iconic 1980s video
games Pac-Man and Ms. PacMan had 256 levels, though it’s
been reported that on both of
them, the 256th level has bugs
that make it unplayable.

• If you’re a heavy coffee
drinker, you might want to
consider the following: A
study conducted in the United
Kingdom found that those
who reported the highest
consumption of caffeine also
were more likely to report
hallucinations
and
other
extrasen wry experiences.

• The earliest known
examples of drinking straws
were created out of gold and
lapis lazuli by the ancient
Sumerians. It seems they were
used by royalty to drink beer,
thereby avoiding the yeast

• The Campbell’s Soup
portraits created by Andy Warhol
have become icons of the Pop
Art movement, and today they
sell at auction for upward of $ 10
million. They weren’t always
so well-regarded, however; in
1962, actor Dennis Hopper (a
visionary art collector, it seems)
purchased one of the first
examples for a mere $75.
***

Thought for the Day: “I
have known a vast quantity of
nonsense talked about bad men
not looking you in the face.
Don’t trust that conventional
idea. Dishonesty will stare
honesty out of countenance,
any day in the week, if there
is anything to be got by it.” Charles Dickens
(c) 2011
Synd., Inc.
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each smal 9 box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.
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Chicago: buy the ticket, take the ride, experience it all... for less,

Courtesy Photo

pavellasmusic.com

Stage performer: Sandra Maytan, a GVSU
professor of music, will perform Friday at
the Cook-Dewitt Center.

Vocalist Sandra
Maytan to
perform ballads
by Franz Shubert
By Patrick Nothaft
GVL Staff Writer

For theater:

By Elijah Brumback
GVL A&E Editor

'Hie planning is easy. It's the going that mat
ters, and once you start, you can’t go back. The
great Raul Duke once said, “Buy the ticket, take
the ride,” and that is exactly what must be done.
It is widely griped and groaned about through
out the Grand Valley State University halls and
stacks that this campus, perhaps befuddling in its
placement within the farmlands of West Michigan,
is drab, dreary and excruciatingly plain.
For less than about $100 dollars roundtrip,
however, you can snag a ride on the Amtrak from
Grand Rapids to Chicago. As the third latest city
in the U.S. with one of the most diverse economies,
Chicago has no lack of opportunity to explore. It
is impossible to see everything in one trip, travel
ing is usually about making the most of a trip, and
the expense affords one with the ability to make
several trips practically on a whim.
Once in Chicago, finding a cheap place to stay
may seem daunting, but the city has many well
hidden hostels with beds as cheap as $27 dollars
a night. Also, these beds are not flea-infested dirt
motels, but rather accommodating facilities that
offer all your traditional hotel amenities. And don’t
just expect to get a bed. Make arrangements prior
to your trip - but of course, being smart young col
lege students you've thought of this already.
To keep things on a budget is not a difficult task
in Chicago. The city offers free stuff everywhere,
and none of it no less entertaining than the stuff
you might be inclined to pay for.

For music:
Try the late-late night drop-in
jazz sessions at the historic Green
Mill in uptown or Lee’s Unleaded
Blues, a classic blues club that also
hosts R&B and reggae.

\

Many of Chicago’s small- to medium-sized the
aters employ volunteer ushers.
Show up a little early and hand
out programs, and you can see a
free show. Most places may re
quire you to wear a black shirt
and pants, so be sure to contact
the theaters to try and arrange
these gigs before your visit.

For art:
January and February are low traffic seasons
for tourists, so many of the museums have free ad
mission days during the week.
Corporate donors sponsor free
admission slots at a handful
of venues. For example, the
retail chain Target provides
free entry to the Art Institute
of Chicago from 5 to 8 p.m.
Thursdays and to the Chicago
Children’s Museum the first
Sunday of every month; Kraft
does the same from 5 to 8 p.m.
for the latter on Thursdays. If
you have friends or family in Chicago, they are eli
gible for a limited number of free museum passes
from the Chicago Public Library.

For comedy:
You can see the latest incarnation of “The Sec
ond City” perform during free improv sets follow
ing the last regular performances ev
ery night except Friday. Alumni both
famous and obscure occasionally stop
by to join, including Tina Fey, Steven
Colbert and Mike Myers.

For food:
Some freebies include early-eve
ning happy hours at Boston Blackie’s

Courtesy photo / howstuffworks.com

Break on a budget: The Chicago Field Museum is one of
many affordable attractions in the city. The museum will
have 52 free days this year. Regular admission is $15.

near the river in Chicago’s West
Ltxip financial district, free ftxxJ
and cultural events at the travelthemed Map Room in Bucktown and a free Sunday dinner
(with $2.50 vodka lemonades)
at Big Chicks, a straight-friendly
gay bar in uptown.
Spring break is lurking a little
over two months away, the invit
ing thoughts of white sandy beaches and youthful
debauchery dangling like the old stick and carrot
leading the horse to market, making it hard for any
student to concentrate on studies.
Still, not everyone will be so lucky to travel to
strange exotic lands with clear waters and flavor
ful cuisine, not to mention lax liquor restrictions.
Instead of lamenting the abysmal state of personal
funds and the relentless Midwestern weather, take
up that depressed emotional baggage, stuff it a
weekend bag and hop on the train to Chicago.
arts @ lanthorn x otn
Photos courtesy of: Google Images

Behind the lens
GV photography student sheds light on human life, emotion
By Rebekah Young
GVL Staff Writer

From behind
her lens, pho
tography
stu
dent Rosamaria
Zamarron does
more than take
photos. She sees
people and gives
others a chance to
see them, too.
“In life, peo- ZAMARRON
pie pass by too
afraid to talk to others,” Zamarron
said. “That’s one rewarding part of
photography: talking to people.”
Zamarron. who will graduate this
spring, has made telling people’s sto
ries and connecting to their emotions
an integral part of her work.
To grow as a photographer, she en
rolled in the Social Eye documentary
class at the beginning of her senior
year at GVSU. For her project, she
chose to return to her hometown of
Detroit and take photos of the people
and buildings on Vemor Street, an area
with a high Hispanic population locat
ed in the southwestern part of the city.
“I photographed the establishments
to give a different view of an area that’s
actually thriving because people have
the perception that Detroit is sham
bling.” she said.
In many of her photos, her subjects
were the men that visited the various
harbcrsh<>ps scattered along the street.
“I was trying to capture the faces of

V

Courtesy photo / Rosamaria Zamarron

Picture perfect: A young woman poses for photographer Rosamaria Zamarron on a train.
A GVSU senior, Zamarron said she wants to document Detroit with her photography.

the people, of the life there," she said.
“Eventually, I want to photograph the
whole city.”
For her senior thesis project. Zama
rron created an untitled abstract piece
that melded shapes and colors.
“A lot of people try to identify
what’s in a photo, and I think it’s im
portant to step away from that,” she
said. “It was about having the view
ers step beyond what they see. I want
them to put themselves in the piece
and react to it.”
Zamarron does not want to tell
viewers what to think about her photos
or what to feel. She wants their emo
tional reactions to be genuine.
)

Her focus on capturing human life
and emotion through film relates to
her inspiration - she people-watched
during her childhood Her father made
taking photos for family albums his
hobby.
“I always saw him with a camera,”
Zamarron said.
She watched her father tinker with
his camera and fill pages of photo al
bums.
“But they weren’t just the typi
cal smiley kind of photos,” she said.
“They were artistic. He liked to play
around with the camera, and he gave
me a different perspective of photog
raphy.”

I

She also saw her grandfather haul
around his Polaroid camera, and she
flipped through the pages of “National
Geographic.”
“I wanted to create images like
that,” Zamarron said. “I wanted to
emulate those photographers.”
At age 10, Zamarron moved to
Detroit after her parents divorced. She
attended Cass Technical High School,
where she fostered an interest in envi
ronmental studies and science. A deci
sion to join photo club in I Ith grade,
however, showed her another path.
During meetings, teacher Mr. Wil
lard taught the basics of photography using a dark room and developing film
- but he also taught her photography
could be more than just a hobby.
“I didn't even know I could make
it into a career,” she said. “I was very
excited.”
Ttxlay, Zamarron is ready to make
photography her life’s work. In ad
dition to photographing the city, she
plans to return to Detroit and intern
under another photographer after
graduation. She is also considering
attending graduate school, but her ul
timate dream job is to work for “Na
tional Geographic.”
“Photography for me is almost like
therapy," she said. “When I have a
camera in my hand, when I’m study
ing photographers or when I am in a
dark room, I feel like myself. It has be
come more than a passion. It is a way
of life."
ryounx® lanthorn rom

A young, blond woman stands on
the stage of the vacant Cook-DeWitt
Center auditorium accompanied only
by a pianist at her side. She takes a deep
breath and starts singing softly, like a
mother cradling a child in her arms.
ITie piano that began the piece w ith
a melody of whole and half notes has
increased the tempo and now rolls out
eighth and sixteenth notes to match the
increased volume and speed of the vo
cal delivery.
The singer’s ability to hit and main
tain high notes is reminiscent of famous
operas singers.
Before they finish their rehearsal,
pianist Ryan Stumpo remarks that the
cavernous auditorium is perfect for a
vocal performance. Mezzo-soprano
Sandra Maytan agrees.
The duo will perform at 8 p.m. on
Friday in the Cook-DeWitt Center.
The free concert, open to the pub
lic, will feature 11 classical ballads
arranged by Austrian composer Franz
Schubert.
The lyrical content of the ballads
comes from a variety of German folk
tales Schubert set to music.
Maytan said although the songs are
melodic and
known by Ger
//
man children,
This music is
their themes
contain
ele
founded in her
ments of pain,
culture. Her
enchantment,
understanding
longing and
desire.
is natural and
The set’s
not learned.n
song
third
draws its lyrics
-Ryan Stumpo
from German
Pianist
poet Matthaus
von Collin’s
“The Dwarf,"
which tells the tale of a dwarf and a
queen who fall in love but are separated
when the queen chooses to remain with
the king. Unhappy, the queen leaves the
king and returns to the dwarf. The two
lovers sail away together. However, the
dwarf is overcome by feelings of grief,
joy and self-loathing, so he strangles
the queen, buries her at sea and never
makes landfall again.
“In ‘The Dwarf,' ugliness and low
social status arc not transfigured by
love, but are its very foundation,” May
tan said. “Punishment is not deserved
for breaking social law but for observ
ing it.”
Maytan, who has been a member
of GVSU’s Music Department since
the Fall 2010 semester, will use three
distinct voices in von Collins’ poem
to represent the three characters: the
dwarf, the queen and the narrator.
Although Maytan will sing each
ballad in her native Gentian tongue,
programs containing descriptions and
English translations of each sting will
be available at the concert for those not
fluent in the language.
Stumpo said the concert offers a
good opportunity to see how a Germanbom singer approaches a distinctly
German piece.
“This music is founded in her cul
ture.’’ said the GVSU piano professor.
“Her understanding is natural and not
learned. The diction and pronunciation
will be spot on.”
Before moving to the U.S., Maytan
studied music education, piano and
voice in CJermany.
She has performed with Indiana’s
La Porte Symphony Orchestra, and
conductor Phil Bauman said Maytan
has a “riveting voice."
pnothaft<fl> lanthorn xom
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